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Current sustainability challenges

The underpinning principles of integration, indivisibility, and universality have yet to be 

prominent in SDG implementation.
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Workshop objectives
› Develop a consensus paper on the importance of SDG 

interactions and how modeling and tools can support policymaking 
to accelerate efforts for achieving SDGs and beyond.

› Bring SDG research communities together to develop 
evidence-based policy recommendations informed by SDG 
interactions, modeling, and tools

› Forster the SDG research network bridging interactions, 
modeling, tools, and governance communities for accelerating 
SDGs and a science-based post-2030 Agenda
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Workshop participants
› total of 60 participants representing more than ten countries

› participants from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Netherlands, the National Planning Commission Nepal, and the 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

› experts working on SDG interactions, modeling, tools, policies, 
and governance

› diverse career stages, from PhD students to senior researchers 
and university professors
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SDG interactions
› SDG interactions refer to the complex and dynamic 

relationships between SDGs. 

› Actions and policies to pursue one goal can have synergies or 
trade-offs for achieving the others.

› Accounting for SDG interactions and aiming to strengthen 
synergies and mitigate trade-offs in policymaking is crucial.

› Accelerating sustainable development efforts requires shifting 
focus from achieving specific SDGs in the short term to a 
more holistic system-wide approach.
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SDG interactions
› Current studies identify more synergies than trade-offs among 

SDGs, which are dynamic and context-specific. 

› While trade-offs may be fewer, they are important 
considerations from a policy perspective.

› Understanding the mechanisms behind SDG interactions is 
crucial to identifying levers for accelerating systemic changes and 
SDG progress. 

› Coupling the 2030 Agenda with other intergovernmental 
processes can leverage co-benefits and minimize conflicts.



10|

SDG modeling

(Orbons et al. 2023)
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Landscape of SDG Tools
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Moving Forward
› Our three interconnected foci operationalize SDGs' integration

and indivisibility principles, supporting holistic decision-making 
and accelerating systemic efforts for sustainability beyond SDGs.

› We know enough about SDG interactions, have models 
providing essential insights, and have tools to support holistic 
SDG decisions. 

› Accelerating SDGs also requires comprehensive and integrative
ways of thinking and more coherent policy frameworks across 
scales, engaging with new voices and diverse ways of knowing 
and fostering trust and cooperation. 
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BeyondSDG research approach
The threefold scientific approach (grey circle) combines three 
methods to rescue the 2030 Agenda from failing (orange circle).

(Pradhan 2023, 

National Science 

Review)
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Thank you very much!


