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The One Ocean Hub is an international programme of research for 

sustainable development

building fair partnerships between coastal people, researchers, 

decision-makers, civil society, and international organisations to value 

and learn from different knowledge systems and voices 

connecting 126 researchers (marine & social sciences, law & arts) 

from 21 research institutions in the Global South & North

➢ Local and national learning in Ghana, Namibia, South Africa

➢ cross-regional learning (Univ. of West Indies & South Pacific)

➢ local-to-global learning (UN, international and regional organizations, 

international and local NGOs)

→ Prototype of fair research partnership between Global 

North/South (funded by UK ODA), with funder-set & co-

developed equity criteria + & Monitoring, Evaluation & Learning 

(MEL) on fairness & sustainable development impact

https://oneoceanhub.org/


Human rights 

(interdependency) + 

ecosystem approach 

(connectivity)

= SDG synergies 

=  mutually 

supportive 

interpretations of 

international law  

(policy coherence/ 

SDG 17.14)

= prioritizing needs 

of most vulnerable  

(leave no-one 

behind & SDG 16.7)

→ biz responsibility

→ role of ocean and 

climate funders!

UNGA recognition of human right to 

healthy environment 

→ Global Biodiversity Framework

New UN General Comment on children’s 

right to a health environment (June 2023)

Connecting learning & amplifying local voices across international “ocean” governance 

UN Decade for Ecosystem 

Restoration

intergovernmental negotiating 

committee on a new treaty on  

plastics

International watercourses

conventions (& customary 

international law)?

BBNJ Agreement on marine biodiversity 

of areas beyond national jurisdiction)

WTO Fisheries 

Subsidies Agreement

UN Decade for Ocean Science 

WHO pandemic treaty negotiations 

(One Health)



Partnerships and research collaboration that 
promote co-developed, co-led and co-

published research  
- mutual learning from the planning stage
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