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Tim Jackson arrives at C3B

Read what he has to say about surviving consumerism!

Interview by Victoria W. Thoresen
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continues along the same path as before, but only superficially moc
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He was speaking aRethinking prosperity: ¥f 2 dzZNA a KX Fa KS Lzl
Forging alternatives to consumerisra side O3S 2F O2yadzYSNRaYc
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Community, UNESCO and the Swedish gov-

ernment. What might bring about a significant

L . ) hange that will accelerate the transition
Rushing in from a meeting on Rio+20, ant? g

on his way to another, Jackson, the Econo 0 sustainable consumption and produc-
ics Commissioner of the U.K. Sustainable ] ]

Development Commission, spoke in referdal yé& ylLaae 0KAy3a
ence to his recent publicationProsperity lapse of the ecosystem, a severe resource
Without GrowtH Throughout our interview, crunch, devastating climate change. But
Jackson stressed the urgency of transformwe have the chance to achieve significant
ing the dominating consumer culture into aOKIl y3S @A UK2dzu adzOK
culture of genuine community. Mr Jacksoncontinued by describing the importance of

envisions a community where people can
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needed to ensure that SCP is taken

seriously on the agenda. This leader- We have created consumers

ship, according to Jackson, should

come from the UN, as wveII as fro,m n WhO are at OddS Wlth being trU|y
NB3rzyrt FyRoYEOAZ T Thymart who are not whole beings.

groundswell of concerned individu-

als Is essential to bring about  tip- The motivation for change lies latent

ping point to accelerate the transi-

Grzy Gz {/tz¢ FRRS jn people who care about family, love

When asked about political will, and meaningful relationships.
Jackson responded by explaining

that will cannot be manufactured; it |t iS a|ready there_

has to emerge as a result of con-

certed efforts and commitments by It needs to be channeled.

individuals who believe in change,
have hope, and use their influence
to support institutions which clearly
work for a sustainable future.

What would the change to a culture
of sustainability entail?

Mr Jackson called for a paradigm
shift which would allow for the ful-
fillment of the basic needs of all. He
explained this by referring to the
potential security threat which un-
sustainable consumption poses, and
an overexaggerated understanding
of needsin the global North. Jackson
described the excessive material
aspirations of present society as un-
tenable as we continue to use con-
sumption to express our social
ySSRao® a2 KIG KI &
with genuine community which pro-
GSO0Ga az20Alt NBf
plained.

What can motivate a change away
from excessive consumerism?
a2 S KIFI @S ONBFGSR
are at odds with being truly
humart who are not whole beings.
The motivation for change lies latent
in people who care about family,
love and meaningful relationships. It
is already there. It needs to be
OKIyySt SRo¢




Sustainable development a reality or concern?
The role of indigenous peoples at CED

Lucy Mulenkei and Grace Balawang
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The new CSD cycle started with a hope

that the issues related to transporta-
tion, chemicals, waste management,
mining, and sustainable consumption
and production patterns will be dis-
cussed with a focus of those mainly af-
fected and impacted. MDGs, in this vein,

are critical to CSD discussions. However,

many indigenous peoples still wonder
when these goals will be achieved, with
all the many environmental challenges
facing the world today.

Indigenous peoples believe that most of
the environmental challenges the world
faces today (including the climate
change crisis, loss of biodiversity and
destruction of ecosystems) are not
caused by our actions and practices.

Climate change is clearly caused by the
NA OK Ay Rdzai
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are incessantly pursuing a development
path of unsustainable production and
consumption. Such a dominant develop-
ment paradigm means the continuing
pursuit of rapid economic growth and
state-of-the art development of tech-
nologies; but, without the integration of
culture, social justice and environmental
sustainability. We regard the global eco-
logical crisis and the global economic
crisis as two sides of the same coin.

Indigenous peoples continue to practice
more sustainable ways of living, charac-
terized by a development model with
small ecological footprints. This, of
course, is underpinned by indigenous
valueg such as reciprocity, diversity,
solidarity, accountability, and harmony
with Mother Earth.

With collective rights embedded in the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples, we still see that knowl-
edge systems, customary governance
and management of indigenous lands,
territories and resources are not re-

spected and protected by many states.
Indigenous resources are overexploited
under the threat of eviction, because
many of these lands are coveted for
minerals, oil, gas, trees, agribusiness
plantations, and conservation parks
(among others).

While there are claims to significantly
establish management systems and pol-
icy frameworks to comply with global
standards and to improve reporting,
social responsibility and the promotion
of sustainable development, govern-
ments and industries have yet to match
these claims with sufficient action on
the ground. For example, indigenous
communities in many parts of the world
still await the rehabilitation and envi-
ronmental clearup of abandoned min-
NG\ ¢aids [a$ pronseddby covdpadias
during the heyday of their operations
and profits. Alternative fuels, designed
to replace fossil fuels in supposedly
adapting and mitigating the adverse
impacts of climate change, have also
been widely challenged by indigenous
peoples and farmers because they com-
pete with the traditional use of land and
resources, and have caused the viola-
GA2y 2F AYyRAISy?2dza
have caused more environmental prob-
lems.

Efforts towards sustainable develop-
ment are under increasing threat from
soOl £ £ SR
able practices disguised in words denot-
ing sustainability. The Johannesburg
Plan of Implementation is an action

plan, and the Commission on Sustain-
able Development needs to develop the
capacity to assess actions or the lack of
them. Sustainable development within

the CSD process is also dependent upon

upholding a balance of standards, as laid
down in various United Nations obliga-

tions on environmental rights, human

rights and social justice. The capacity
of trusted independent mechanisms to

monitor and report on action and im-

plementation needs to be created and

reinforced.

This CSD8 Review Session should
therefore ensure that implementation
in the mining sector is in accordance
with the principled framework of the
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustain-
able Development and other interna-
tional rights and environmental instru-
ments with its current course, as
claimed, moving towards sustainabil-
ity. The CSD should elaborate guiding
principles to assist in the transition to
sustainability. In relation to mining,
this could be expressed as recognition
of Kh2 adverse impacts mining can
have, including the permanent altera-
tion of the mined area, production of
materials that may, through their proc-
essing or use, harm the environment
and health of the local people. There-
fore, all efforts should maximize the
recovery, reuse of minerals, substitu-
tion of more sustainable materials and
better delineation of zones and cate-
griSs20t Jan8 ana@ sedldha Khouidbe
barred from mining.

Indigenous peoples emphasize that
maintaining sustainability amid chang-
ing patterns of consumption and pro-

G ANBSyY 4 &K ductibny Riningzywiastea riandgefrent

and other development processes de-
pends upon the integration of care for
all life and for the land and the rights
of the guardians of the land. The
model of sustainable development
needs to be reviewed. Indigenous Peo-
ples in many countries continue to
protest against mining, dumping of
massive toxic chemical wastes into
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their territories coupled with the inces-
sant violation of their collective and
individual rights, social injustice and
worsening poverty.

Waste management is one of the key
concern for indigenous Peoples and
their local communities. It is a concern
because, despite the fact that they do
not play a key role in the generation of
the dangerous waste, they feel the im-
pact that affects both their health,
lands, water and biodiversity they so
dearly depend on for their survival.

Dumping of (liquid, solid and hazard)
waste and substances into the waters
and lands enter the life cycle of the dif-
ferent communities unnoticed. Slowly
but surely, this pollution causes shert

and longterm health impacts. Mercury,
uranium, asbestos, -ewaste and other
liquid and solid wastes from different
industries are but a few examples men-
tioned here. Most hospitals in develop-
ing countries especially those in Af-
ricat have no regulations on dumping
hospital waste.

The lands are not productive anymore
because of the contamination of these
soils. Throughout SuBaharan Africa

and other regions inhabited by nomadic
pastoralists, livestock herders have lost
their animals due to poisonous waters.
This again goes unnoticed, and scientific
data goes largely undocumented in data
goes largely undocumented in these
remote areas. Communities have seen
firsthand the impact on biodiversity,

since they depend on it for their
medicine, fruits, foods, and overall
health.

Food production and consumption
are vital components of the overall
resource which indigenous peoples
who are small scale farmers and live-
stock herders and producersvalue.

It is important to take a holistic ap-
proach to sustainability by integrating
all natural entities, including the wel-
fare of animals. We also believe that
sustainable farming practices should
address human values. Subsides that
encourage sustainable and local farm-
ing systems can ensure that proper
signals are sent to producers and con-
sumers to make sustainable choices.

Some points that are key to this CSD:

The threats to and opportunities for sustainable development
posed by the mining industry require a more balanced stand-
ing body representing all concerned sectors to work with inde-
pendent monitoring structures.

Indigenous peoples seek full implementation of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, espe-
cially the provision of the right to free, prior and informed
consent, as the overarching framework and minimum interna-
tional framework for the mining industry. No development will
be sustainable at the expense of human rights, including in-
RAISy2dza LIS2LX SaQ NRIKGaD

There is need for a human rights approach when undertaking
consultations and sufficient information as a basis for robust
decisions.

The World Bank Group and other international financial insti-
tutions should continue to monitor and review their opera-
tional directives and safeguard policies pertaining to indige-
nous peoples in conjunction with existing international stan-
dards.

With the fundamental changing patterns in sustainable pro-
duction and consumption, and with consideration of the prin-
ciple of common but differentiated responsibilities, all parties,
especially governments, should actively promote more sus-
tainable ways of life, including those practised by indigenous
peoples for generations, with respect to their traditional
knowledge, practises and innovations, and taking into account
reliable sustainable technological alternatives.

There should be greater involvement of indigenous peoples
and other stakeholders in all discussions and decisions pertain-
ing to international agreements and conventions that address
issues of biological diversity and/or climate change. This would
advance and more effectively enforce higher standards of
environmental protection, including the banning of harmful

chemicals and toxic wastes and of destructive extractive prac-
tices within the various ecosystems and impacting on the
health of local communities.

Capacity building and awareness is important to ensure com-
munities can handle and recycle safely the wastes dumped in
their lands and waters, and have the capacity to basically
taste their waters and ensure safety from contamination by
both humans and animals.

Training on technology and management of sound waste
management should be inclusive for all. The Governments
should ensure that recycling techniques are domesticated and
disseminated to all to ensure a sustainable management of all
waste including liquid, solid, and heavy metalsyaste, and
plastics.

Governments should ensure that environmental impact as-
sessments are executed in a participatory way to allow com-
munities to have a right to contribute and give guidance in
dumping sites and that their prior informed consent on the

use of their lands can be appropriately respected.

Review the policies with necessary social and environmental
safeguards towards the implementation of Agenda 21 and
JPOI within the 1§ear framework programme on sustainable
consumption and production patterns.

The effective involvement and greater participation of all
stakeholders and rights holders in all processes and mecha-
nisms should be further enhanced, including transparency in
local governance and corporate social responsibility and ac-
countability. This requires a human rights approach with con-
sultations and sufficient information to all sectors as a basis
for robust decisiormaking.

Governments and donors should focus on research as key to
ensure that comprehensive trends and patterns and data on
sustainable consumption production is available for tise.




The Road to Rio+20daking it work this time

David R. Woollcombe, Founder and President, Peace Child International

Of all the projects | applied to get funded last year, the one | really did not expect to be working on was a compute
game. Yet here | sit, struggling to get my head around coddé NI a | YR & (G2 NBE 0 2 N &dziTA2 N,
Ly AGE LIXTFYSG 9FNIK Y2NLKA Ayd2 F aLl OS&aKALD ¢KS 3ILY
Planet Dashboard on which the key indicators are displayed. The old pilots are exhausted and hand over the contrc
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As we prepare the different missions of
the gamecg to solve the population cri-
sis, the energy crisis, the esecurity
crisis ¢ and set the time, human and
resource constraints, | realise that what
we are setting ourselves, and future
players of this game, is the perfect
preparation for Rio + 20. The constraints
we face are identical to the ones our
governments will face as they meet to
map out the new Sustainable Develop-
ment strategy. Chief amongst them is
shortage of time: basically we have
wasted the last 20 years. Peak oil and
climate change are upon us and the
economic and social challenges they will
impose upon us are already being felt.
Even the US military is warning that they
will feel the impact of energy shortages
by 2015. And the challenge we set our
Planetary Pilots; to chart a course to
sustainability¢ is exactly the one faced
by governments and every single resi-
dent of Spaceship Planet Earth.

And yet we have been here before. In
1990, two years before the original Rio
Earth Summit, there was a massive flow-
ering of the environmental movement.

Membership of organisations like WWF,
Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth
mushroomed. The Brundtland Report

was required reading for every politician
FYR O2YYSyidl G2 N
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in Rio in 1992, the world watched with  We must all make plans, and Peace
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rapt attention as their future was plot-
ted. There were more media represen-
tatives accredited in Rio than there had
been delegates to the first Stockholm
environment Conference and the story
was the lead item on news media across
the planet for two straight weeks.

And yet,¢ and yetc in the years after-
wards, far from rising to meet the chal-
lenge, ODA budgets fell. Commitments
were quietly forgotten. Other crises
arose to capture our leaders attention.
The immense promise of Agenda 21 and
the equally valuable Local Agenda 21s
evaporated. Even the UN appeared to
give up on theng pursuing, instead, the
onesizefits-all Millennium Develop-
YSyidi D2lftad 6¢KSe
nium Sustainables S @St 2 LIYSy i
So how are we going to do things differ-
ently this time around? How are we
going to make it work? After the catas-
trophe of Copenhagen, and the casual
dispatch of bludin tuna at CITES, things
do not look promising. But the agenda
set by the Brazilians and their partners
for the Rio+20 meeting are excellent:
the Green Economy must be where we
focus and where we, in Civil Society, can
make a real impact. Also, we have a
duty, and the power, to bring the
emerging issues to the table some of
which are extremely hop@spiring.
Global Governance for Sustainabilitg?
well, good luck!l have watched for 30
years as UN diplomats have wrestled
with this one: snowballs in hell come to
mind.

But ¢ it has to be on the agenda. With-
out the right global regulatory frame-
work and the right decisions made by

¢ K%’r pl?l&eﬁ\rxl ﬁngts ?n ttE n[g IeI?.\iaﬁthat2
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Child International¢ having achieved
some notoriety for empowering young
people around the world to prepare an
illustrated edition of Agenda 21 called
Rescue Mission : Planet Earthhas
created a roaemap. OurRoad to Rio +
20. Its basic purpose is to mobilise the
6 2 NI R Q&c tod rdndndl Khem of
gKFEG GKSANI 320SNYYS)
1992, and to invite them to research
and assess how far they have kept
those promises.We are preparing an
online and print workbook to show
them how to do this. Also, we are invit-
ing them to put forward ideas for a
global policy statement putting youth
at the heart of the search for sustain-
SR A S
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and urge Ministries of Education to do
what they promised to do in Agenda
21 (but almost none did) and Maient
education towards sustainable devel-
2 LJY S y8chdo@® and colleges have a
massive role to play in educating fu-
ture generations on the imperatives of
sustainable lifestyles, and how to pros-
per in the new Green Economyl.hey
must be engaged more intentionally
than they were in 1992.

Finally, we shall prepare a new version
of our Peace Childnusical. Designed
initially to defuse the threat of US
Soviet nuclear war, evelyeace Chilts
set 4050 years in the future in a world
that has already solved the problem.
This new version will be set in 2050
in a world that has achieved sustain-
ability and largely eliminated poverty.
The play flashes back to 201Q and
tells the story of what young people,
&and everyone else, did in 2012 to set
the world on a course to that posi-
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future. The plan will bring young people
face to face with the consequences of
failing to rise to their generational chal-
lenge to achieve sustainability which
will, we hope, empower them, like the
characters in the Peace Child story, to
drive the process; and come up with
the ideas that will give them, and their
children, a future.

Young people have to be at the heart of
the Rio+20 initiative. Hope springs eter-
nal their hearts as it has to if any of us
are to have a future: we must look into
the eyes of youth, engage with them,
work with them as our most precious

assets and our most valued partnets
for it is their future that Rio+20 must
secure.

And now, surprisingly, we have a new
device to put at the heart of our musi-
cal: our Planet Dashboard which tells
the young people exactly what is hap-
pening everywhere on our planet and
which, when they push the Panic But-
ton, mobilises every young person and
media outlet on the planet.On stage,

and in the virtual world of the computer
3 YSz Al Aa az
g A ¢ dnd set our planet on a course to
sustainability. The last 20 years has

taught us how hard it is to translate
those virtual / musical fantasies into
reality. And yet we must. And maybe a
good place to start is if we all, collec-
tively, push the Panic Button.
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Condorague and its burning waters

Case in point regarding pollution from environmental liabilities

Human Rights and Environment OfficBuno, Peru

The small Aymara indigenous community of Condoraque, in the district of Quilcapunco, province of San Antonio
Putina, Puno, Peru, is located at 15,840 feet above sea level. The residents are 45 very poor Aymara farm families \
herd alpacas and sheep and raise crops.

For 34 years now, this rural community
has suffered from pollution caused by
the environmental liabilities, from the
mining company Minera RegindPalca

11, a subsidiary of AVOCET MINING INC,SNb I (1 S &
which is based in Canada and the Unitedgs .

Kingdom. It belongs to the Arias group,
which mined tungsten for export to

/
markets in the United States, the Euro-

pean Union and Japan.

tailings at this mine is ranked among the &

top 20 of the 5,551 miningelated envi-

ronmental liabilities in Peru. Approxi- &

mately 750,000 to 800,000 tons of mine
waste are polluting Lake Choquene and
the Condoraque, Toco Toco, Putina,
Huancané and Ramis rivers, flowing into
Lake Titicaca. This runoff has polluted
streams, pastures, higmountain wet-
lands and farmland, causing human ill-
ness and the deaths of animals.

The miningrelated environmental li-

abilities pollute the small Aymara farm-
ing community of Condoraque, as well
as 14 other Aymara communities. The
problem is aggravated by the local peo-

L SQa t1 01 27

safeguard and prevent harm to Mother
Eartht the Pachamanma the water, air,
land and biodiversity. This further exac-

by R

environmental problems, even resulting
in the loss of human life.

The alpaca suffer from diarrhea, and
when they die, there is an intense odor
of sulfur. Sheep die with swollen lungs,
suffering from a disease known as polio.
Alpacas that cross the river develop a
hoof disease, with a blistering rash simi-
lar to scabies, followed by the loss of
their toenails and hooves.

Aymara Community members suffer
from frequent illnesses, including diar-

Ay ONB I
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cough, and rheumatic pain in the
hands and feet. To reach the nearest
health center for care, they must walk
riofedhan 20&iNinedess. Tha R<RiRngs
of Condoraque say they cannot eat
locally produced meat because the
animals are thin and unhealthy and
their meat has a sulfurous odor. If the
people eat the meat, they become ill.
When people cross the river, they feel
a burning sensation in their feet. And
when they wash clothes in the river,
they suffer from a burning sensation
and numbness in their hands.

Since April 18, 2006, the company Min-
era Sillustani S.A., a stakeholder in the
MINSUR S.A. mining company, has
operated the ReginaPalca 11 site
under a sales agreement for transfer of
the mining and processing concession.
Under this agreement, it assumes re-
sponsibility for all environmental li-
abilities related to these concessions,
and is under the obligation to comply
with the mine closure plan by June 10,
2010. That deadline will soon pass, but
the necessary steps have not
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been taken.

The contaminated water has a pH of
3.10, where it flows into Lake Cho-
quene. When it reaches the Condoraque
River, the pH is 3.25, a level of acidity
that makes it unfit for human consump-
tion, irrigation of crops, watering of ani-
mals and conservation of biodiversity.
Practically speaking, it is dead water
that burns.

This situation is exacerbated by govern-
ment neglect in land use planning and
zoning; lack of access to information
about mining exploration and opera-
tions for local indigenous communities;
lack of systematic information about
water quality; lack of mechanisms by
which the government can consult the
population about the use of its natural
resources; and poor regulation and
oversight of extractive activities.

Therefore, the Human Rights and Envi-
ronment Office of Puno, Peru RECOM-
MENDS that the member states of the
United Nations take into consideration
the immediate implementation of the
following measures:

1. That institutional mechanisms be
established for the rehabilitation of
all miningrelated environmental
liabilities, as well as for the indem-
nification for the damage caused to
indigenous communities and that
measures are taken to assure their
health;

2. That there be full and immediate
compliance with ILO Convention
169, which protects the rights of
indigenous people especially the
right to consultatiom and with the
United Nations Declaration on the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

That the necessary measures be
taken to prohibit pollution of natu-
ral resources that are essential to
the population, and which are now
at risk, because it is the obligation
and responsibility of governments
to safeguard the life of Mother
Earth, all living beings and all hu-
manity;

Finally, we request that every effort
be made, including the modification
of the Rome Statute for the Interna-
tional Criminal Court in The Hague,
for the creation of an International

Environmental Criminal Court, so
the many environmental disasters
affecting life on this planet do not

go unpunished.

For more information, please contact:
derechoshumanospuno@yahoo.es

Condoraque y sus aguas que quemar

Caso emblematico sobre pasivos ambientales mineros

Oficina de Derechos Humanos y Medio Ambigen&ino, Peru

La comunidad campesina aymara de Condoraque, del distrito de Quilcapunco, provincia de San Antonio de Putina
Puno, Perd, se encuentra en una altitud promedio de los 4,800 m.s.n.m, sobre el nivel del mar. Tiene 45 familias r

pobres, que viven de la agricultura, el pastoreo y la crianza de alpacas y ovinos.

Desde hace 34 afios esta comunidad
sufre por la contaminacién de los
Pasivos Ambientales MinerePAM, de

la Minera Regina Palca 11, subsidiaria de

AVOCET MINING INC, con sede en Ca-

nada y Reino Unido, perteneciente al

grupo Arias. Ha extraido el Tungsteno,
mineral que ha sido exportado de

manera integra a los mercados de USA,
UE y el Japon.

Estos PAMs estdn dentro de los
primeros 20 de los 5,551 PAMs a nivel
del Peru. Tiene, aproximadamente, en-
tre 750,000 a 800,000 toneladas de
residuos mineros que contaminan las

aguas de la Laguna Choquene, y de los

rios de Condoraque, Toco Toco, Putina,

Huancané, Ramis, llegando hasta el Lago

Titicaca. Es en este recorrido que se han
contaminado manantiales de agua,

pastizales, bofedales, tierras agricolas
causando la muerte de los animales y

enfermedades en las personas.

Los PAMs, contaminan a la comunidad
Aymara de Condoraque junto a otras
14 comunidades. A esto se suma la
falta de confianza que tiene la po-
blacién en la capacidad del Estado en
el cuidado y prevencién de la Madre
Tierra -Pachamama agua, aire, y la
biodiversidad. Esta situacién hace que
los problemas socio ambientales en
Perl se agudicen y se aumenten mas,
hasta producir muertes.

Las alpacas se enferman con diarrea y
al morir dejan un intenso olor a azufre;
mientras que las ovejas mueren con el
pulmén hinchado y cocido, enfer-
medad que se le conoce como Polio. Y
cuando cruzan el rio las alpacas se pre-
disponen a sufrir la Pereda, enfer-
medad que afecta a las patas que se
llenan de salpullido parecido a la sarna,
| 2yGAydz R2 Sy
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